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But many months passed before the word non-co-operation became
current. For the time being it was lost in the proceedings of the
conference. It took some time for its re-discovery.
On the eve of the annual session of the Congress, he wrote an
editorial, "Swaraj in Swadeshi," in Young India of December 10:
"The much-talked-of Reforms Bill will become the law of the land
within a few days and in due course the new legislatures will take the
place of the old. I have refrained from expressing an opinion on the
report of the joint committee for I do not feel sufficiently interested
in it. It is not possible to be enthused over a thing which when
analysed means little for the people. So far as the reform scheme
is concerned I would simply urge that we should take the fullest
advantage of it and loyally work to make it a success. That it is an
improvement upon the original measure is admitted by all.
The real reform that India needs is swadeshi. The immediate
problem before us is not how to run the government of the country,
but how to feed and clothe ourselves. In 1918 we sent sixty crores of
rupees out of India for buying cloth. If we continue to purchase
foreign cloth at that rate, we deprive the Indian weaver and spinner
of that amount from year to year without giving him any other
work in exchange. No wonder a tenth at least of the population is
cruelly half-starved and the majority of the rest underfed. The
reform scheme, no matter how liberal it is, will not help to solve the
problem in the immediate future. But swadeshi can solve it now.
"The Punjab has made the solution still clearer to me. God be
thanked that the beautiful women of the Punjab have not yet lost the
cunning of their fingers. High or low they still know the art. They
have not yet burnt their spinning wheels as many Gujarati women
have done. . . Our forefathers were able to clothe themselves with
little effort and with perfect comfort without having to buy from the
foreign markets.
"This beautiful art—and yet so simple—is in danger of being lost
if we do not wake up betimes. The Punjab gives proofs of its possibil-
ities. But the Punjab too is fast losing her hold of it. It means
greater poverty in our homes and greater idleness. The women who
have ceased to spin are not utilizing their time in any other or better
manner than gossiping.
"But one thing is needful to undo the mischief. If every educated
Indian will realize his primary duty, he will straightway present

